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Welcome to this annual CTaX Good Friday service

We’re so glad you’re here to join us, with people from all sorts of different churches and walks of life, all over Exeter.  You are most welcome!

We’re gathered to worship together on this Good Friday as we immerse ourselves in the events of that Good Friday 2000 years ago and recognise our own response to Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross and offer of forgiveness.  It’s important and significant that we join together. Jesus prayed for us to be in unity: 

“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me, and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one - I in them and you in me - so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.” (John 17:20-23

We’re very grateful to the Cathedral’s staff for their support in hosting this service.  Thank you to the Salvation Army and the Cathedral Organist.  Thank you to those who read Scripture and prayed as well as our speaker, Carl Smethurst from the South West Baptist Association.  Thanks also to Exeter Street Pastors for their assistance.

There will be an opportunity for you to give a monetary offering in our last two songs. 
Please do not feel obliged to give, but if you would like to, the money will go towards the Try Praying campaign in Exeter.

Try Praying (www.trypraying.org.) is a national initiative designed to get people praying and, in this way, exploring the Christian faith and who Jesus is. To mark the lead up to this service, churches across the city have raised Try Praying banners and are distributing Try Praying booklets. There are also Try Praying banners on buses in and around Exeter. Perhaps you’ve noticed one in your area?

There are booklets at the back of the Cathedral and some ‘Why Easter’ booklets too and we invite you to take one if you have never tried praying before. We also invite you to take one if you would like to read it and then give it away to a friend, colleague, family member, neighbour or anyone else you feel prompted to. Perhaps you could follow up on their thoughts after they have read it?




Order of service


Welcome & opening prayer: Jon Curtis - Wonford Methodist Church & CTaX Exec

Song
Love divine, all loves excelling,
Joy of Heav'n to Earth come down,
Fix in us thy humble dwelling,
All thy faithful mercies crown;
Jesus, thou art all compassion,
Pure, unbounded love thou art;
Visit us with thy salvation,
Enter ev'ry trembling heart.

Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit
Into ev'ry troubled breast;
Let us all in thee inherit,
Let us find thy promised rest;
Take away our love of sinning;
Alpha and Omega be;
End of faith as its beginning,
Set our hearts at liberty.

 Come, Almighty to deliver;
Let us all thy grace receive;
Suddenly return, and never,
Never more thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing,
Serve thee as thy host above,
Pray, and praise thee without ceasing,
Glory in thy perfect love.

Finish, then, thy new creation;
Pure and spotless let us be;
Let us see thy great salvation
Perfectly restored in thee;
Changed from glory into glory
Till in Heav'n we take our place,
Till we cast our crowns before thee,
Lost in wonder, love, and praise!


Bible Readings read by young people from Wonford Methodist Church

Psalm 22

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
    Why are you so far from saving me,
    so far from my cries of anguish?
2 My God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer,
    by night, but I find no rest. 
3 Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One;
    you are the one Israel praises. 
4 In you our ancestors put their trust;
    they trusted and you delivered them.
5 To you they cried out and were saved;
    in you they trusted and were not put to shame.

Matthew 27:45-50 - The Death of Jesus

45 From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over all the land. 46 About three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli,[a] lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”). 
47 When some of those standing there heard this, they said, “He’s calling Elijah.”
48 Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and offered it to Jesus to drink. 49 The rest said, “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to save him.”
50 And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit.

Song

From heaven you came helpless babe
Entered our world, your glory veiled
Not to be served, but to serve
And give your life that we might live

This is our God, the Servant King
He calls us now to follow Him
To bring our lives, as a daily offering
Of worship to, the servant king

There in the garden of tears
My heavy load he chose to bear
His heart with sorrow was torn
“Yet not my will, but Yours” he said
This is our God…

Come see his hands and his feet
The scars that speak of sacrifice
Hands that flung stars into space
To cruel nails, surrendered.
This is our God…

So let us learn how to serve
And in our lives, enthrone Him
Each others needs to prefer
For it is Christ we’re serving.
This is our God…

Sermon

Carl Smethurst: Regional Minister for Mission; South West Baptist Association. 

Song

When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of Glory died
My richest gain I count but loss
And pour contempt on all my pride

Forbid it Lord that I should boast
Save in the death of Christ my Lord
All the vain things that charm me most
I sacrifice them to His blood

See from His head His hands His feet
Sorrow and love flow mingled down
Did ever such love and sorrow meet
Or thorns compose so rich a crown

Were the whole realm of nature mine
That were an offering far too small
Love so amazing so divine
Demands my soul my life my all



Prayers: Led by the young people of Wonford Methodist Church to conclude with the Lord’s prayer which all are invited to pray (Matthew 6:9-13)

Our Father who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth,
as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Songs- during which time the offering will take place facilitated by Exeter Street Pastors
Song: There Is A Redeemer
There is a redeemer
Jesus, God's own Son
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah
Holy One
Thank you, oh my Father
For giving us Your Son
And leaving Your Spirit
'Til the work on Earth is done
Jesus my redeemer
Name above all names
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah
Oh, for sinners slain
Thank you, oh my Father…
When I stand in Glory
I will see His face
And there I'll serve my King forever
In that Holy Place
Thank you, oh my Father…

[bookmark: _Hlk224286456]Song: How Great Thou Art

Oh Lord my God! When I in awesome wonder
Consider all the works Thy hand hath made,
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder,
Thy power throughout the universe displayed;

Chorus
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee,
How great Thou art! How great Thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee,
How great Thou art! How great Thou art!

When through the woods and forest glades I wander
and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;
when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur,
and hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze;

Chorus

And when I think that God His Son not sparing,
Sent Him to die - I scarce can take it in,
That on the cross my burden gladly bearing,
He bled and died to take away my sin:

[bookmark: _Hlk4494846]Chorus

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation
And take me home- what joy shall fill my heart!
Then I shall bow in humble adoration
And there proclaim, my God, how great Thou art!

Chorus


Exeter Chinese Choir (2 songs)
1. Dona nobis pacem
2. Because of Love by Lanny Allen and Paul Williams

Try Praying Testimony

Closing blessing and invitation to take a Try Praying/Why Easter booklet - Hannah Richards (CTaX Chair)

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
And the love of God
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
Be with us all forever and ever Amen.






Christians Together across Exeter (CTaX) is an ecumenical grouping and a member of Churches Together in Devon. Over several decades in various forms we have recognised and upheld the variety of Christian experience and tradition found in Exeter and pray for and encourage one another. We help create spaces for all Christians across Exeter to meet periodically declaring our unity in Jesus Christ and seeking ways of sharing the Gospel across the City.
More information can be found on our website www.ctax.org.uk

If you would like to talk with us about partnering with us in a variety of different ways feel free to email us ctax@gmail.com. We regularly use this email address to cascade information and opportunities across the Christian community of Exeter.

We rely solely on donations from churches and organisations in Exeter and our suggested donation is £35 per year. As well as website and insurance costs this money is used to facilitate and run events and we financially give away to a variety of Christian charities, initiatives and organisations each year.
If you'd like to donate our bank details are below.
Christians Together across Exeter
Sort code 08-92-99 
Account number is 67368400. 

Many thanks from the Executive Committee
Hannah Richards (Chair)
Ashley Leighton Plom (Deputy Chair)
Maria Edwards (Meetings Secretary)
Jon Curtis
Frank Bennett
Kath Charles (Treasurer)
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